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IN QUEST OF EUTOPIA 


By FRANK WALKER, F.A.LA. 


An address before the Detroit Chapter, A.l.A., on February 28, 1947 


I have been asked to talk about contemporary architecture and, in thinking over the subject, I came to the 
conclusion that I was less interested in its details and much more interested in its reasons for being and—later 
in its position in our lives. If I have a theme at all which I might put briefly, it is as follows: All life ig lived; all 
art is created within a convention of kind which can in turn be either stultifying or exist as a background and 


stimulus to invention. 

Lately, I have been reading a great many 
“Utopias” and the ideas expressed in them 
have struck me as being generally in- 
dicative more of a hoped for heaven than 
of a realizable earth. I have been amused 
to discaverthat by merely adding the 
the word U.T.O.P.1A,, its en- 
Bis changed. At least so Greek 
e. And so the word Utopia 
actually “not place” becomes 
fe:interesting with its other spell- 

"U.T.O.P.LA. or “good place.” 

This explains much to me for in the U- 
topias — the “not places” — the leading 
thinkers of the world have placed their 
dreams of a better society and largely be- 
cause, however, the world has realized 
that, indeed, they are “not places,” it has 
not bothered much to seek them out. 
Whether the addition of that single letter- 
changing the meaning to “good place” 
would have also changed its influence one 
can hardly guess. 

But through long history as each new 
philosopher has added his “not place” to 
the list—from Plato’s “Republic’ through 
Moore's “Utopia”, to Bellamy’s “Looking 
Backward,” they have generally found 
them by clever fictionized travellers’ ac- 
cident or as the result of some mysterious 
coma, they always tend to go forward by 
coma, the yalways tend to go forward by 
looking backward. Each time the world of 
intelligence, at least, has learned that one 
more influential thinker believes the so- 
ciety in which he lives can be bettered, 


It is historically true that man has got 
himself continuously into urban chaos, for 
no sooner does a civilization develop to a 
point where most of its contributing popu- 
lation becomes thoroughly urbanized than 
the faults of its social life become glaringly 
apparent. Most of the causes which un- 
derlie the writing of Utopias have had 
their basis in the conscious knowledge 
that world cities, especially, so congest 
their population, so increase the nervous 
tension of living, that they cause, finally, 
complete physical and cultural sterility; 
that the more the city becomes a megalop- 
olis the more strongly becomes, in contrast, 
the very decline of the civilization itself— 
that as it constructs its most powerful, its 
greatest form it has already begun to de- 
cay. 

The problems facing our American way 
of life are similar, for we too are faced 
with the same desires and the same dif- 
ficulties which have affected every civiliza- 
tion in the past and these, moreover, have 
been accelerated by forces which in their 
very nature would have seemed to have 
made possible a larger individual inde- 
pendence and a more understanding de- 
velopment of an urban form—one which 
might avoid the sterilities so evident in 
the civilizations engendered by past city 
forms. 

As every “Utopia” must have had its 
contrasts, so now permit me to build up 
for you a dismal picture of our society so 


that you will recognize a “Eutopia” when 


you see one. 

It is necessary here to note that our 
civilization begins to show signs of urban 
sickness; for our people who were once 
self-reliant, producing and checking ade- 
quate leadership have now become supine 
and are becoming, rapidly, unable to meet 
the diverse conditions which confront them. 
The pioneer civilization of America find- 
ing no further physical frontiers, no new 
natural resources for easy exploitation, 
but an intesification of centralized produc- 
tion of useful and useless products alike, 
becomes nervous and concerned for its 
security and therefore no longer faces the 
world with the same self-assurance. A 
people no longer connected directly with 
the land and becoming increasingly ur- 
banized has come, also, to look for “master 
men” to solve their difficulties—difficulties 
which are largely psychological and which 
have been increasingly stressed during the 
past decade, especially, for the political 
advantage of a party in power, 


Our civilization needs diagnosis for we 
do not have any confidence in our educa- 
tional system nor in our teachers. It is a 
world of false values for it is willing to 
pay the unskilled more than the well train- 
ed. It is a-world in which competent 
teachers and librarians, for example, are 
paid less than the street cleaners and bar 
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tenders. Itis a world in which the com- 
mon man, wholly on the specious theory 
that there are more of him, is in the as- 
cendant over the unecmmon man 


It is a world in which the average work- 
man no longer cares; for according to a 
recent “Roper Poll” the majority do not 
believe that hard work or skill pays in 
attaining future benefits and always these 
considered benefits are thought of as be- 
ing monetary. For work has become a 
task impersonal in character, performed 
in gargantuan places. We are, therefore, 
now developing the terrifying aesthetic of 
the common man in which there is the 
loss of a refining quality of selection. 

The world is controlled by the aesthetics 
of non-selection, the acceptance of the 
rough sawn, the run of the mill-—a satis- 
faction in the steel pipe because it is steel, 
in plywoods used indiscriminately. All 
work has acquired a lowering of accept- 
ance standards, a constant acceptance of 
the idea “what's good enough”. 


Our civilization is sick because it does 
not produce an art of its own—you might 
say that America has never produced its 
own art—yet it now seeks for a cultural 
expression it no longer can find in its 
European past—within primitive cultures 
It seems to gain present robustness only 
by an imitation of savage brutality. I have 
lcng thought that the rejection by the 
people of America of the Chicago School 
of Architecture as it appeared in the 1880's 
was not so much a rejection of a Nouveau 
civilization; not so much the “hanging on 
to” of European home traditions as much 
as it was a subconscious appreciation that 
it did not in itself offer enough, That we 
in America needed much more because, 
for a people rich in skills and resources, it 
offered too little opportunity for leisured 
enjoyment. It was too austere and 
tirely without grace. 


en- 


It was like the large factories, much too 
efficient, much too practical. Lewis Mum- 
ford in “The Golden Day” senses that qual- 
ity in this thought—“In the bareness of the 
Protestant Cathedral of Geneva one has 
the beginnings of that hard barracks ar- 
chitecture which formed the stone tene- 
ments of Seventeenth Century Edinburgh, 
set a pattern for the austere meeting houses 
cf New England, and finally deteriorated 
into the miserable shanties that line Main 
Street.” The Chicago Exposition in 1893 
offered them an opportunity to exploit 
skills and techniques which they thought 
would lead to a fuller life. That it too 
was mere imitation of past grandeur is 
true but at least it was in line with the 
best of the Europezn background from 
which our civilization was a continuance; 
and more, one which offered a great variety 
in possibility of resourze uses. It is in- 
teresting to observe that at the same time 
there was an increase in the conscious- 
ness of the need for a richer architecture 
and “the city beautiful”, America also be- 
came aware, socially, of the slums and the 
blight which the material civilization was 
producing; i.e., we see the development of 
the settlement house, going along with the 
city improvement society. 


No lovers, not matter how ugly them- 
selves, except to procreate and birth an 
ugly child. Where ugliness comes, there 
t and sorrow; although leve may 
find beauty even in deformity. Perhaps 
that is why the city planners who think 
efficiency of finance, of sanitation, four 
leaf clovers, etc. find the aesthetics of city 
design unnecessary — unfortunately, for 
their ugly ducklings have, so rarely in our 
times, become swans. 

There can be no true urban e‘ficiency 
without beauty, The materialistic city will 
fail largely in that it is not sufficiently ef- 
ficient in relation to man’s emotional needs. 

The world is not offering a society in 
which culture can grow on a wide basis 
because we are spending and will contin- 
ue to spend most of our efforts on engines 
and agencies of destruction. In a world 
rich in natural resources, rich in scientific 
invention, we continue to demean our liv- 
ing. We continue to quarrel about theories 
rather than methods. At this moment we 


are taxing ourselves to maintain a war 
budget many times greater than the whole 
national budget of 1928. In 


a world in- 
terested in “good places,” we should be 
turning this expenditure to the creation cf 
life’s amenities. 

We know little of our own cultural back- 
ground. We are vastly ignorant of the 
culture of other peoples. With great toys 
in our hands, (which if let go will boom- 
erang to destroy us), we face out into 
chaos with the inferiority of children 

We build our cities without much ccn- 
scious understanding of the ways in which 
they tcok their form, without much pro- 
phecy as to what these ways will mean in 
the future. And, besides, these city forms 
are increasingly raising the contrast ng 
questions cf self-reliance and an increase 
in income possibility to maintain them. 
There are lessons to be learned in the 
waste and non-production of urben play— 
for work, as play has largely disappeared 
under the great housing developments with 
their lack of individual tenant responsibil 
ity. The “vertical garden city” is an an- 
achronism—for who finally pays fcr the 
work to be done on the large areas of un- 
occupied urban lands. It will be performed 
either by draft labor or an increased in- 
come burden to the common man—the 
worker. It is even now evident that the 
costs of the City’s physical services have 
reduced the amount of space allotted to 
simple emotions. 

A “Cassandra like” Will Rogers merely 
by reading the newspapers could with little 
difficulty add further notes of chaos, frus- 
tration and increasing tension that would 
be not only urban, but country-wide and 
international as well, 

Since the time when the first settlers 
landed on the heavily weoded shores of 
the Atlantic seaboard (so heavily forested, 
in fact. that most communication between 
the settlements was difficult and held 
largely by water: the few animal and na- 
tive Indian trails being practically imposs- 
ible and too easy of ambush), the Amer- 
ican community has been a town without 
walls. The log palisades soon rotted away 
as the settlers pushed their way across the 
Atlantic coastal plain. Ameriza was the 
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and the continuing necessary invention 
with which to meet the needs of tomorrow 
This necessity for invention in the modern 
world is vital because if you change the 
climate in which it breeds a painfully built 
civilization will fail: As you will remember, 
in sharp contrast, invention in the form 
of Radar and the Spitfires recently saved 
one from defeat 

Too much modern thinking about archi- 
tecture has the strength of dogma—(and 
unfortunately achieves therein but a pov- 
erty of motif and finally only a richness 
in monotony). The present battle ther 
fore would seem to be against a new acz 
demy 
ues 


a new conservative group of val- 
A group of value 
rather than truth seekir 


often neo-romantic 


a certain stability in value is 
ary: for culture itself has as a broad 


ition the organization of values in 
human society. Even in these days of 
smaller and madder univ s there still 


may be psychological differences between 
the qualit expressed in an aeroplane. 
for example, and those in a shelter to be 
occupied as a home. There may be even 
a different b of definition as to what 
is the fundamental economy which is the 
determinant 


of each. 


ess in the mas: 
production of one may be why it does not 
solve the other. Most mass produced ob- 
jects are faced almost immediately with 
swift obsolescence. Our world is posed 
with the problem cf how this rapid rate 
of obsolescence can be adjusted to our real 
needs and how it is possible thet a fund>- 
mental part of our social background may 
be given stability. 

Heretofore in human experience the 
home has been thought of as stable. It 
is to be wondered whether the curve of 
civilization does not rise fall on the 
degree of that stability 

One other consideration 
determine the civilization which we are 
building. More and more the statement 
is made that IT, meaning some government, 
generally either the state or the Federal 
government, should do something about 
it—meaning housing, the wages paid school 
teachers, the deficits due to the present un- 
equal tax essments affecting our poc- 
ketbooks all up and down the line. Now 
government should not be an abstraction 
It is really an agreement between us 
you and me—that we will cooperate in 
preserving each other's efforts rather than 
indulging in a primitive desire to destroy 
them. Laws are merely contracts between 
us to further that end. Each of us has an 
individual responsibility in making these 
agreements—these contracts work. We 
may not ever in a responsible society be- 
lieve that government. i.e. you and me, 
really—owes anyone a living or a shelter 
for which our responsible individual effort 
has not been made. 


The very reasons for su 


and 


because it will 


SHEET METAL 
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Any society that forgets these simple 
fundamentals of individual responsibility 
is definitely on the way to “bread and 
circuses.” Government then may only be 
thought of in its relation to a fundamental! 
individual will within collective effort 
Now I think this concept is important to 
remember because I believe that ways of 
life and the character of architecture and 
the enveloping city have strong interre- 
lationships. 

As a man walks in space he separates 
that space to meet his many requirements. 
He builds a fence, he erects a wall; if 
these are without joy he has enslaved him- 
self. If he has become enslaved his archi- 
tecture will be largely and surely utilita- 
rian and of course, with great show of stark 


symbolism as his masters make strong 
their position. For masters, too, need 
symbolism to enforce their force—i. e.. 


with stark symbolism on the tank, on the 
airplane, on the grim barracks where the 
police live. 

The architecture of the European mod- 
ernist prophesied this in the twenties dur- 
ing the rise of totalitarianism. This grim 
architecture with its lack of joy, in its 
very starkness foreshadowed our present 
world difficulties for it accompanied the 
rise of a servile state of man: which, too 
was considered to be univ l and to last 
a thousand years. In direct opposition I 
believe the following: “One of the tests of 
cultural adequacy is the diminution of the 
formal control aspects of culture—No group 
life is possible without social contrcl. But 
in an adequately organized society control 
is automatic and informal—dependent up- 
on conscience and inner compulsion — 
not on force and brutality. An adequate 
culture is not based on fear but on utility. 
Where formal control predominates witch 
hunting is essential.”* 


My quest is for a rich life and one lack- 
ing in dogmatic monotony, and I believe. 
because I have been saying it since 1930 
when I made an intensive study of an 
architectural revolution throughout Eur- 
ope that we were to be and have been 
long since covered by a thick blanket of 
ugliness in the guise of revolution, in the 
guise of functionalism—I repeat, I believe 
with the editors of the English “Architect- 
ural Review"** “That we have now come 
to a time when modern architecture must 
change its course—and that its negative 
racteristics can only be changed into 
tive ones by cultivating the arts of ex- 
pression which means architecture once 
more becoming a vehicle for humanity's 
dramatization of itself. That is why 
the present objective must involve a new 
richness and a differentiation of charac- 
ter,—the pursuit of differences rather than 
sameness, the re-emergence of monumen- 
tality, the cultivation of idiosyncra 


*(author unknown). 
** Anniversary Number 1947. 
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land of rich opportunity culture 
roots were firm in the European lands 
from which the settlers came and to which 
went their wealth for fine manufactured 
articles—making for better living ameni- 
ties, amenities still to be observed in large 
and small houses alike: and doubly so in 
their fittings. 

America was the natural home of Eu- 
topias. We were a great land uninhabited 
except by natural and primitive man. Here 
pioneers could make a new world. In the 
widely separated settlements, in the diff- 
erent viewpoints, there was stressed a 
community life accompanied at the same 
time by individual life as trappers and 
lone farmers. 


It was perfectly natural, therefore, that 
the community form here in America be- 
came loosely knit, the city growing not in 
the concentric rings of the continental 
mcdel but in far-reaching ganglia. There 
is more resemblance between the Amer- 
ican city growth and the English city; in 
fact the explosive force of the English 
colonizing adventurer has given a great 
deel of character to the way in which our 
country and our cities developed. 

The American city form, however, is 
the result of many factors. One, the pion- 
eer spirit which sent men away to seek 
greener grass when the too many smokes 
of their neighbors made them sneeze; two, 
the great continent needing a tying to- 
gether which made the railroad a rapidly 
growing means of transportation, develop- 
ing finally into the greatest system in the 
world; the invention, in practical sense, 
of the telegraph and the telephone and 
the tremendous improvements which 
evolved into, again, the greatest commu- 
nication network in the world: the de- 
velopment of the gasoline engine in mass 
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production and the growth of the automo- 
bile and the airplane and, more lately, the 
increase in the entertaining possibilities 
of the radio. All of these are agencies of 
decentralization—all of these in their very 
numbers have had their greatest impact 
on the civilization which produced them 
in greatest quantity 


We are constantly reminded that these 
inventions have made the wide world 
smaller. It might be noted as well that 
they offer the opportunity of making the 
city larger, that for the first time in man’s 
history the small community can be as 
well informed, as comfortable, have as 
much stimulus and. more important, be as 
companionable a place as the great city. 

I have gone into this consideration of 
the past because I think it has a large 
value in contemplating Eutopia because I 
strongly believe that it is only in fully 
appreciating the historic growth of the 
American city; together with the impact 
of the scientific and engineering world up- 
on it that we can foresee not only the 
physical but the political requirements as 
well for the immediate future. 

I believe that coming out of the under- 
standable past are the seeds of better liv- 
ing. Tradition after all is but a point 
in a two-way perspective, a datum to- 
ward the past and in understanding the 
future. Tradition is the life motif run- 
ning through from one generation to an- 
other. Culture, like a symphony, if with- 
out a life motif, will wash out each pre- 
ceding passage by its successor. The whole 


culture is then lost in its entire frame- 
work. 
Further, I do not believe the city of 


the future is going to be solved solely by 
slab shaped buildings with an extensive 
use of steel and glass. Nor are the quali- 
ties of architecture to be solved within 
the limitations imposed by a single form- 
ula. 

We live in a time of intense inquir nd 
the sign of the times in all sciences is 
controlled curiosity and not imitation. No 
scientist ever believes he has the complete 
answer. The scientific ideal is to proceed 
with the best information possible; i. e., 
all the knowledge we possess of the past, 
and then with further and further close 
observation come into the range of future 
possibilities. 

What is not implied, however, is the 
idea that architects having an objective 
view of civilization “incessantly and tumul- 
tuously transformed by the triumphs of 
science, and so should use the products of 
science as the materials of expression.” 
Here, to me, is the great fault of modern 
architecture: it uses the products but 
not the methods of science: which here 
should be used for the understanding of 
man himself. 

The battle now enjoined is no longer 
between the styles of yesterday and the 
style cliches of today but is between the 
fixation of today’s irrational standards 
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the development of those regional dis- 
similarities that people have always taken 
pride in.” Here is a indication of spir- 
itual unrest in the minds of editors who 
were pioneers in actlaiming 
This unrest within present day 
is wide spread. Richard Lauterbach re- 
ports a conversation with an intellectual 
in Russia, who said: 
the Soviet Union —not risis of economics 
—you will have that, l think Ours is 
chiefly a crisis of the spirit. There is great 
evidence that the well springs of creative 
energy which social earthquake 
releases are dangerously close to drying 
up. Perhaps they were drained too much 
in the war. Burned up you say—we are 
so weary. The slogans are weary, the 
words have lost their life. Even the new 
banners look old and tired. But the people 
want something new.” 


In other words we need a world of in- 
vention and selection which can only 
mean the rise of a new group of aristocra- 
tic minds who will give leadership to sound 
living—and here is where serious philo- 
sophie consideration should be given: for 
in trying to hold the so-called virtues of 
the immediate revolution we are merely 
establishing questionable values—in which 
the egg crates of the C.LA.M. take the 
place of the Greek column. There is a 
continuing need for developing a straight- 
forward response to the larger needs of 
present day living. One wonders, 
ever, whether it is necessary for every 
man to be dramatized and be made to 
represent his time. And whether for either 
the humble or the great a new concept 
of architecture might not find release from 
the clumsy qualities of much modern de- 
sign which is largely a negation of the 
elegant possibilities inherent in present 
day materials and world resources 


revolution 
standards 


è is a crisis in 


every 


how- 


In the world we live there are too many 
jurisdictional picket lines in endless and 
fruitless motion keeping us from the rich 
life to which out genius entitles us. 


In closing, I would quote: 


‘These lofty trees, 
lands 


these groves on ancient 


By creeks in slow miander from the sea, 
On heights enthroned in grace and glane- 
ing sun 
There men have 


life to be 


sought and found their 


In quiet quest, where 


won.” 


peaceful days are 
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Architects’ Relations With Municipal Building Departments 


A PAPER BY MR. PAUL GERHARDT, JR., A.I.A.. CITY ARCHITECT OF CHICAGO 


When Tal Hughes and Roger Allen sug- 
gested that I join in the panel discussion at 
your annual meetings, I hastily accepted 
the opportunity to voice my thoughts on 
the subject of the relationship of the 
architect to the municipal agencies con- 
cerned with building construction, since I 
feel so strongly that this relationship is 
all too distant, and that in general, our 
profession is not doing the job it is capable 
of, for which it has been trained, and 
most certainly, which it is represented to 
the public is the function of the architect, 
either with municipal agencies or others 
more generally. We have done a much 
better job of selling the idea to the public 
than we have in delivering the goods. I 
am told that in merchandising, no matter 
how well a product is advertised, it will 
not receive repeat sales if it does not ful- 
fill representations or the wants of the 
purchaser. Transposed, this is to say that 
we architects cannot expect the public to 
respect our services if we do not perform. 

Some of you may wonder how this 
theme relates to the subject of the panel. 
May I hasten to elucidate that due to my 
position as Commissioner of Buildings of 
the City of Chicago there are constantly 
brought before me drawings prepared by 
those who represent themselves as ar- 
chitects. I regretfully report that I am 
repeatedly embarrassed for my profession 
at the inadequacy of these drawings. The 
ambiguities or omissions are such as to 
require repeated verbal elaboration. The 
proportion of permit rejections on first 
submission is surprisingly large. Certainly 
if the plan examiners of The Building De- 
partment, who are constantly reviewing 
similar data, cannot comprehend the in- 
tentions of the drawings, due to inadequate 
information, it is difficult to comprehend 
how the average mechanic in the field can 
do so, unless he is psychic. Is it any 


Before the 33rd Convention of the M.S.A. 


wonder that the typical builder more or 
less sets aside the approved drawings on 
the job and proceeds with construction as 
he thinks best, and as he is verbally di- 
rected by his superiors? 

Then, too, there is an obvious apparency 
that in general, architects do not keep 
themselves versed on code requirements. 
They have hand books and guides in their 
offices and follow those with which they 
are most familiar, until it is forcibly 
brought to their attention that amend- 
ments of the laws have occurred or local 
provisions differ from those of other com- 
munities and it is high time they toss out 
the antiquated data and comply with con- 
temporary regulations. This, as you can 
appreciate, not only results in delay of 
starting construction and increased ex- 
pense of revision of drawings, but most 
important, often necessitates further nego- 
tiations with contractors relative “to varia- 
tions from the original proposals, (the old 
“extra and credit” headache.) It is hoped 
that you appreciate that these thoughts 
are voiced “entre nous” in hope that we 
may all realize the importance of doing a 
better, more complete service. Naturally, 
there are many of you to whom these re- 
marks should not be directed, other than 
to urge you to persuade your associates 
to fulfill their obligation. Criticism, if 
constructive, is still a bitter pill, but is 
reputed to be more curative than a seda- 
tive of complimentary innocuousies. 

Closely connected with architectural 
planning are building codes and their en- 
forcement. We architects as a part of the 
construction industry have complained of 
antiquated or complex codes, alleging that 
they have materially contributed to in- 
creased construction costs. Much prog- 
ress has been made in the design and 
construction of buildings during recent 
years, but little change has been initiated 


either in the character or provisions of 
building codes. There are groups which 
are considering and developing up-to-date 
provisions; particularly meritorious is that 
of the Building Officials Conference of 
America, which has been in work for 
over a year and will shortly be presented 
to the industry for review and recommen- 
dation. Our mutual friend on this panel, 
Mr. Joe Wolff of Detroit has been quite 
active in its development. To the best of 
my belief, architects are conspicuously 
absent from participation in deliberations 
with municipal authorities on this score. 

In the interest of more efficient and 
more economical construction, and most 
certainly in the interest of greater ease 
in the practice of our profession, those 
sections of building codes which do not 
permit designers to take advantage of ap- 
proved modern methods should be revised 
as a result of our efofrt and stimulus. This 
is but another manner in which we can 
and should selfishly participate in muni- 
cipal affairs. 

Records indicate approximately 2,000 
local building codes, a few county codes, 
and an increasing number of state build- 
ing regulations. Certainly, we as archi- 
tects are concerned with the ramification 
of restrictions and requirements incor- 
porated therein. Few of us limit our 
practice to the area protected by but one 
code. Therefore, it is most certainly our 
concern to actively work with the muni- 
cipalities toward uniformity of building 
code regulations. 

Codes are accused of blocking progress 
in the building industry, of stifling initia- 
tive, and of necessitating unduly expen- 
sive construction. After some holocausts, 
as we unfortunately have recently experi- 
enced, codes are perhaps properly charac- 
terized as deficient in certain of their re- 
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Architects cannot partici- 
pate in voicing these objections or criti- 
cism unless they actively strive to correct 
the ills. It is our profession which should 
know the proper and adequate provisions 
of a building code. If we are not instru- 
mental in aiding our local municipalities in 
adopting this legislation, we are remiss in 
our obligation. We should be of such 
civic service that the mayor or city coun- 
cilmen of our community would always 
look to us fer guidance on matters of 
building 

It is as you know, most difficult to ex- 
cite this inter of the architect during 
the time when regulations are under con- 
sideration by legislative bodies. The com- 
mittees of our Chapters or State Societies 
strive unsuccessfully to have the members 
even voice their opinions or desires, either 
to said committee or later to the legislators 
They maintain a “let George do it” atti- 
tude until they come up against a prob- 
lem which is made difficult by said new 
law, and then grumbling is heard 

Perhaps it might unfortunately be said 
that this attitude is a typical American 
custom and privilege. We like to gripe 
(as I am now doing), and only too gen- 
erally, concern curselves not at all with 
government. 

The current issue of Readers’ Digest 
contains an article which sustains this 
viewpoint by stating that Americans are 
unwilling to do much about the structure 
of government because they do not found 
their expectations in life upon what the 
government docs. Whereas this premise 
may be sound, it would appear that great- 
er interest in government and its regula- 
tions by architects would without ques- 
tion improve our stature, as we'l as ob- 
viate unnecessary restrictive prohibitions. 

Some architects have taken the posi- 
tion that building codes are unnecessary, 
that an architect when he passes examina- 


qui: ements. 


tions for registration proves he is able 
to provide for the health, safety, and 
welfare of his fellow man, and, (the reason- 
ing follows), therefore architects need 
not be told what to do and how to do it 
We public officials know only too well 
the fallacy of this course of thought. If 
all architects were as conscientious and 


able as it is represented by this reascn- 
ing, perhaps restrictive measures would 
not be required. If we would hope that 
this condition obtain, it is up to us to 
prove that we are worthy of the trust 

Some of you, no doubt, have heard of 
a recently publicized experiment suggest- 
ed by the architects in the State of Wash- 
ington, to the effect that building in- 
spectors should be dispensed with, and 
the responsibility of conformance with ap- 
proved drawings and local regulation 
placed fully in the architect. Bitter ex- 
perience would prevent my supporting 
this premise. 
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To indicate that we net yet 
pared to accept this status, let me point 
out a few instances which have during 
this past year alone come to my attention 

#1 A hotel fire in 
building with but one means of 
This condition, I hasten to add, was not a 
Chicago episode 

#2 A paper read before a recent con- 
vention of The American Society of 
tary Engineers in Boston, which in part 
contains the following quote, 


are pre- 


a multiple story 
egress. 


“I believe that many inspectors, plumb- 
ing contractors, and journeymen will 
agree that there is much to be desired in 
many architects’ and engineers’ plans and 
specifications, and that in many instances 
the plumber and inspector, exhausted by 
crystal ball gazing, design work in con- 
formance with good and 
requirements.” 


practice code 


“I believe further that as a means of 
securing adequate design and understand- 
able specifications, Boards of Examiners 
of Plumbers will have to provide for the 
examination of architects and engineers 
before they are permitted to set them- 
selves up as qualified to design plumbing 
and related installations, and that 
plumbing inspectional jurisdictions will 
write into plumbing codes a provision that 
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ernmental proceedings he is in a position to 
serve with the least inconvenience, effort 
or disturbance to routine. 


Before leaving this platform, may I di- 
gress on a subject of state-wide level of 
interest? Again speaking more particularly 
of conditions existing in Illinois, but which 
I am sure apply to Michigan as well, name- 
ly, the difficulty of the enforcibility of state 
registration of architects or state wide 
building codes. This difficulty is due to 
(1) insufficient distribution of Architects 
throughout the state, (2) the unwillingness 
of architects to take all assignments of- 
fered them, (3) the inability of certain 
architects to render proper service, (4) the 
lack of cooperation on the part of the in- 
dividual architect to aid in enforcement by 
seeing to it that buildings are constructed 
with architectural aid, and in accordance 
with code requirements. It is our business 
to see to it that these laws are complied 
with and enforced. We must report vio- 
lations, providing concrete evidence as 
well, not merely complaints, We cannot 
expect public authorities to carry the 
burden alone. Architects must and should 
take a more active part in this phase of 
government administration. 


It is essential that we as individuals 
actively participate in as many as possible 
phases of public affairs, selfishly for great- 
er ease of practicing our profession and 
for pleasant life as citizens. Such activities 
as Urban Planning or Plan Commission 
Activities, Park and Recreational Deve- 
lopments, Airports, Zoning, and the like 
are well within the scope of our abilities. 
All are pertinent to the functions of a 
municipality or community and are a 
means closer relationship between the 
architect and municipal agencies of one 
character or another. Your opportunity 
and your duty lie in that direction. 

The architects themselves must assume 
the task of moulding desirable public 
opinion regarding architects. Too large a 
proportion of the public still feel that the 
architect is primarily an exterior Cecor 
tor, concerned purely with aesthetics and 
merely incidentally considering engineer- 
ing costs. This feeling quite natur 
extends to our aldermanic and admi 
trative boards, for they are mostly 
people. 


lay 
By becoming active among these 
people we can convince the public that 


we are honest, pr: ‘al individuals with 
superior knowledge, ability, and experience 
in the field of not only design, but con- 
struction, and economics of buildings as 
well. Let us individually determine to con- 
tinue our interest in and knowledge of mu- 
nicipal affairs by greater participation 
therein. 
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election. 
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depending upon the time of 
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This is the only way that a Michigan architect can join 


the State Society, by joining the Institute and automatically becoming a member of the 
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A.LA, Asks Vets Training 


The American Institute of Architects 
has endorsed the Federal Government's 
efforts to expand the apprentice training 
program in the building trades as a means 
of preventing a shortage of skilled con- 
struction workers, James R. Edmunds, Jr., 
Institute president, stated today: 


Mr. Edmunds said that the Institute had 
sent the following letter to members of 
subcommittees of the Senate and House 
Appropriations Committees which will pass 
on funds for apprentice training: 


“It is understood that your Subcommit- 
tee will consider shortly the making of an 
appropriation for the Apprentice Training 
Service of the Department of Labor. 

“The American Institute of Architects 
respectfully requests that serious and fa- 
vorable consideration be given to this 
specific appropriation. As a responsible 
element of the building industry, we are 
solicitous for the welfare of that industry, 
which plays such a vital role in the na- 
tional economy. We well know the de- 
mands now being made on the building 
industry, which are certain to increase for 
require a far 
workers than 


some years to come, will 


greater number of skilled 
are at present available. 

“We consider that the Apprentice Train- 
ing Service of the Department of Labor 
has rendered and is rendering an invalu- 
able service to the country in setting the 
pattern for, and assisting the augmentation 
of, apprentice training in the building 
trades. We also believe that the program 
of the Department in this respect repre- 
sents a real accomplishment. It is our re- 
quest that this Apprentice Training Ser- 
vice be continued—for the public good— 
and that the work so well done be recog- 
nized.” 
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which carries with it great responsibility 
to the public. These duties and respon- 
sibilities cannot be properly discharged 
unless his motives, conduct, and ability 
are such as to command respect and con- 
fidence.” (End Quote) and that means not 
alone the respect and confidenze of the 
client, but of the contractor, the workmen, 
the public official, and the public at large. 


Because I have felt so strongly on the 
subject for some time, at the last meeting 
of the Board of The American Institute of 
Architects I suggested to Mr. Walter A. 
Taylor, the Director of our new Depart- 
ment of Education and Research of T} 
Institute, that there be planned in con- 
nection with our annual convention a series 
of seminars or more 
readily enable the practicing architect to 
further educate himself on pertinent sub- 
jects. The schedule of these is 
the mails and you in Michigan have a 
splendid opportunity to benefit by these 
courses. They being held on two 
days immediately preceding our National 
Institute Convention here at the end of 
April. 

On a tangent entirely foreign to these 
thoughts, may I offer a few remarks on 
the subject of architects in municipal ar- 
chitecture. Architects can and should 
serve their fellow man in numerous man- 
ners other than on a strictly professional 
basi The knowledge and training we 
have in building construction is of con- 
siderable value beyond the preparation 
of drawings for new structures, and this 
does apply to municipalities, 
but to industries and commerce as well. 
However, since this panel is intended to 
concern itself with municipalities these 
remarks are directed in that vein. 

In my approximate 20 year period of 
participation in municipal affa Chi- 
cago, I am particularly conscious of the ex- 
tremely few fellow architects who have in- 
terested themselves in what the demands 
or requirements of the populace actually 
are. It is my assumption that if they were 
called upon to develop municipal struc- 
tures, they would no doubt resort to pro- 
fessional publications, which , we must 
admit, of nee, but 
scarcely the equivalent of personal know- 
ledge. They are primarily designed to aid 
with technical data, rather than the more 
general problems of use as applied to par- 
ticular locales. Is it any wonder that the 
architect is thus not reaping, since he has 
neglected to sow. By training, he has the 
fundamental skill to serve the citizenry 
in their building and shelter problems. 
However, as has been repeated so often 
by so many, the architect has allowed a 
host of non related specialists to usurp por- 
tions of his field. We now have City Plan- 
ners, Site Planners, Professional Engineers, 
and so on, none of whom has the basic 
over-all concept nece ry for the com- 
plete solution of a municipal problem. It 
is high time we return to our status as 
“Master Builder.” But first we mus 
orient ourselves. We must participate 
wholeheartedly and actively in all kinds 
of organizations which concern themselves 
with the well being of the citizenry. We 
must devote a good portion of our time, 
perhaps some of that we have assigned at 
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present to our leisure, to enter into active 
work of civic, social welf 
councils or 


re, and similar 
par- 
ticipate in public boards and commissions 
concerned with such problems as zoning, 
housing, civic design, redevelopment, 
schools, libraries, and so on almost without 
end. We know hew much can be done if 
only the inertia which clings so firmly can 
he cast off. 


associations, and further 


Objection may be raised to the effect 
that by active participation in a partic ular 
municipal activity, the architect precludes 
his opportunity to accept a commission to 
undertake a project develored through his 
efforts. That is true, but by the same token, 
being in close touch with the 
municipal affairs, the active architect is 
placed in a more favorable position to re- 
ceive appointment or commission to deve- 
lop other public projects, not imme-intely 
affiliated with his civic participation. But 
more lasting intangible benefits are de 
rived in the form of acquainting the public 
of his community with the fact that he 
the knowledge, ability, and interest 
to fulfill public trusts. Look around in 
your mind at those architects who have 
been successful in executing public wor 
and reflect whether they have not also 
contributed much of their time and effort 
in preparing to accept their 
sponsibilities 


pulse of 


has 


present re- 


Partially because of the general lack of 
interest, larger. citics organize permanent 
architectural offices 

I do not maintain that an architect main- 
taining a staff on public payroll will al- 
ways prepare drawings for public build- 
ings more cheaply than can those in pri- 
vate practice. It is, however, accurate to 
state that architects can better serve their 
client if they more thoroughly understand 
the requirements, and that specialists are 
preferred to general (That 
being a controversial point, I will not dwell 
upon it.) The architect who is constantly 
in touch with municipal problems and is 
familiar with the departments or public 
activities which must use the facilities 
being provided, will be more apt to con- 
sider all factors, and in turn will be most 
likely to be considered most seriously for 
the work to be done. 

The changing charg 


practitioners. 


ster of public build- 
ings from monuments to administrative 
buildings necessitates a new concept of 
programming. The quality of such plan- 
ning in general requires improvement. 
Then too, the location of a public build- 
ing in relation to the city plan is definite! 
an important part of planning. Studies by 
the architect must include consideration of 
this factor. 

I am aware of the argument that stimu- 
lating design is improbable from public 
staffs. This, however, is unjust comment, 
for it compares the better of the work of 
the private practitioner with the poorer of 
governmental staffs. 

But again, this is not a defense of 
governmental agencies. It an exposi- 
tion of the place of the architect in muni- 
cipal affairs. Whether employed or re- 
tained, those of our profession who are 
more thoroughly familiar with the affairs 
of the municipality can better serve. It 


is important not only to know the func- 
tions of the activities to be housed, but 
the problems of operation and maintenance 
of these quarters. As we all know, public 
bodies can more readily obtain funds for 
capital expenditures than for increased 
operational or maintenance requirements. 

This is because the approval of a bond 
issue does not draw its funds immediately 
from the approver, but places the burden 
on a subsequent generation, whereas the 
operation and maintenance is defrayed 
from current taxes. Municipalities can 


well use the skill of an architect in the 
administration of their building opera- 
tion and building maintenance depart- 
ments. 


Speaking from personal experience, ar- 
chitects should be responsible for the 
maintenance of the buildings they design, 
for in that way only will it be brought 


forcibly to their attention whether the 
use or omission of this material or that 
item of equipment constitutes the most 
practical solution of the problem. Too 


often the architect is unaware of the sub- 
sequent difficulties of operation or the 
high cost of maintenance due to his de- 


cisions, choice, or omissions. 
It is an unfortunate commentary to 
note that the average citizen does not 


value or respect public property. Whereas 
he assumes the attitude that being pub- 
lic, the property partially his, he does 
not value or protect it as he does his own 
car or his own home. It is therefore nec- 
iry on public buildings to provide ex- 
ceptionally durable and rugged mater 

Most of you had an opportunity during 
the war years to become familiar at least 
in a general way with governmental rou- 
tine. In order to safe guard the interests 
of the public, much of what apvears as 
red tape is necessary. If the architect is 
unfamiliar with these practices and their 
purpos and on each new project must 
be taught the required procedures, the ex- 
pense as well as the annoyance to the prac- 
titioner and to the public employees are 
appreciable. If, however. the architect 
keeps constantly familiar with local or gov- 

(Concluded on Page 5) 
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plumbing plans bear the seal of a person 
who has demonstrated by examination 
his ability to design plumbing.” 

The writer has been Chief Inspector of 
the City of for thirty-two years. 
During that period I have examined, ap- 
proved, and rejected plumbing plans cov- 
ering many million dollars worth of con- 
struction. I feel, therefore, that I am in 
a position to not only criticize, but offer 
something censtructive in the way of 
problems all inspectors face in securing 
adequate and code-observing plans. 


I venture the opinion that probably only 
10 percent of the architects and engineers 
submit adequate plans for sanitary works 
and plumbing, (This is a deplorable sit- 
uation if true) a sad commentary on our 
performance. This report at that 
vention continues as follows: 

The reasons for the inadequacies of the 
submitted drawings are: 

1. A great many architects do not pos- 
sess the basic knowledge of plumbing 
necessary to design same. 


con- 


2. Code requirements do not specify the 
details which should be included in the 
plan covering plumbing. 

3. Competition forces those who ordin- 
ly would include adequate plumbing 
design in a plan to set their standard of 
production on a level with those who dis- 
regard good practices and code require- 
ments. 

I have just had an experience which 
probably illustrates what good architects 
are up against in plan design. When a 
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young man. with the ink on his certificate 
still wet, came into the office to find out 
why his plans were continually being re- 
jected, I asked the young man why he 
did not include in his plans pertinent in- 
formation such as whether or not public 
sewer was available, whether or not a 
2ptic tank would have to be installed. 
whether or not City water and gas were 
available, why he consistently located so- 
lar hot water heater units at a point on 
the roof which the sun would never reach, 
and why he did not secure the proper le- 
gal location and house number designa- 
tion, all of which are required by the 
Building and Plumbing Codes. He can- 
didly stated that if he did all of this he 
could not sell plans for $5.00 each and 
that his system was to offer his clients 
a picture book, from which they selected 
the house of their desire, and then pull 
a set of stock plans from his file.” End of 
quotation from this paper, mind you, read 
before a national association of one of our 
associates. A rather sad commentary on 
our profession! 


I recently experienced a similar con- 
versation with a newly registered archi- 
tect. He expressed astonishment that such 
detail was expected of him. 

Here are still other episodes to sub- 
stantiate my point that architects are 
not yet ready to accept complete respon- 
sibility. 

A recent plea of the Plumbing Con- 
tractors Association of Chicago to the 
Building Department of Chicago that ar- 
chitects be required to prepare and submit 
for permit application more complete pip- 
ing drawings in conformity with local 
codes and practices. The plumbers point 
out that the architects seem to feel that 
showing fixture location completes their 
responsibility, whereas the building codes 
require pipe sizes, vent line runs, anti- 
siphonage provisions, and so on. 

Further on this subject, architects seem 
to overlook that a portion of their fee is 
usually based on the cvst of the mechanical 
trades and that it is equally essential that 
clear, complete, accurate data be prepared 
for these portions of the work as are nec- 
essary and desirable for, let us say, the 
structural design. We are responsible for 
safeguarding the public health as well as 
the public safety and public welfare. Let 
us not forget that registration as archi- 
tects is enacted for that very purpose. 

A review of the records of the Build- 
ing Department of Chicago for the past 
two months indicates that 630 applications 
for new building permits were presented 
to the Department and 243 were reject- 
ed because of necessary correction or 
completion. Reflect, if you will, over 
38% of the drawings submitted are im- 
proper! 

Last fall it was deemed desirable for 
the Building Department to prepare and 
distribute through the Chicago Chapter 
of the A.IA. an analysis of the most com- 
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mon errors in permit applications in hope 
that the percentage of rejection would be 


reduced. Those most predominant were 

(1) Lack of or incomplete ventilation 
schedules 

(2) Lack of plot plan showing location 
of building on lot 

(3) Omission of dimensions, window 
sizes, etc. 

(4) Incomplete or lack of plumbing 
diagrams 

(5) “Rule of thumb” determination of 
joist sizing 

(6) Improper swing of exit doors 

(7) Omission of lintel sizes 


All of a minor nature, but 
complete information. 
Another comment of the plan examiner 
is that the typical architect does not fam- 
iliarize himself th the special require- 
ments for a particular type of building. 
For example, rather than to thoroughly 
study the provisions relative to a church, 
the architect prepares drawings based on 
his experience and conventional church 
architecture, relying on the plan examin- 
er to find and object to the violations. 
Regretfully, I must add that not a few 
architects deliberately falsify by misla- 
beling intended use of space. Such condi- 
tions not only are a breach of our prin- 
ciples of practice, (ethics if you will,) but 
a serious reflection on the integrity of our 
profession, which represents itself as be- 
ing worthy of the trust placed in it. 
Speaking of principles of practice, may 
I quote a few phrases from the new draft 
of such principles now under review by 
the Executive Committee of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects? (Quote) “He 
(the architect) is engaged in a profession 
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Train To AIA Convention 


Those desiring train reservation Irom 
Detroit to Grand Rapids for the ALA 
Convention on April 29, 30 and May 1 
should make requests direct to Mr 
Ray E. Ivory, General Agent, Pass 3 
Division, Pere Marquette Railway 801 
Lafayette Bldg., Detroit 26 His tele- 
phone number is RAndolph 20 

Requests should designate the time 
of departure from Detroit and from 
Grand Rapids, returning. It is a sumed 
that most of the Detroit delegation will 
want to leave the Union Station at 
Fort and Third Streets at 5:15 p-m., 
April 28, and returning, leave Grand 
Rapids at 5:30 p.m., May 1 

The round-trip fare, including re- 
served seat, is $7.42. If check is mailed to 
; he will return ticket by mail 


JOHN K. CROSS, AIA, formerly off 
Washington, D. C. and Baltimore, Mary- 
land, is now lseated in Detroit. His ad- 
dress is 50 Blaine Ave. He has beeni 
active in architectural organizations at his 
, and it is hoped that he 


former locat 
will do so here 
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Detroit Chapter. A. I. A. Dinner, February at the Detroit Athletic Club. 
j. Gamber. Hughes, Chapter President 


At speakers’ table (left to right): Morison, Ka 
_ Gabler, McGrew. Stirton and Black 


Bennett, Speaker Ralph Walker. Clair Dite 
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13,000 “Airey” Houses For Britain’s Rural Districts 
my) 
By JOAN LITTLEFIELD 
Joan Littlefield is a feature writer whose work has appeared in the United States, Canada and Australia. 


The Airey prefabricated house, described by the British Ministry of Health as a permanent dwelling equal 
in standard and quality to a traditional type of home, is to be mass-produced and distributed to rural areas of 
Britain. Already 13,000 houses are on order from the present production program of 20,000. 

The Airey—so called after its designer, Sir Edwin Airey of Leeds—is a semi-detached unit with a tiled pitched 
roof. It is a “dry process” house, economical in timber, simple to erect, requiring no cranes and little scaffolding. 
A contractor with no previous experience 
of this type of construction can put up the 
superstructure on a pair of Airey houses 
in approximately 410 man hours. This 
time includes the unloading of the com- 
ponents on the site. Unskilled labor can 
be used, since no “wet” trades are neces- 
sary, and the superstructure includes 
framing and slabbing completed leaving 
the shell ready to receive the roof. 

The Airey is traditional in structural 
form, resembling the simplest form of tim- 
ber construction. Pre-cast concrete posts 
and panels take the place of timber posts 
and weather boarding, and these are vib- 
rated and reinforced in precision metal 
molds. 

Airey houses are erected on concrete 
slabs. The pre-cast units weigh about 36 
lbs. each and can thus be easily handled. 
Wall slabs are assembled dry and are sec- 
ured to the concrete posts by copper ties, 
the vertical butt joint being backed with 
a bituminous composition. The slabs, 3 feet 
long, 9 inches wide, approximately one 
inch thick, are laid in courses, dry, being 
tapered in section and having dry over- 
lapping horizontal joints. 

The windows are metal, in timber frames. 
The vertical uprights of the house frame 
continue through window openings, for 
which they provide the mullions, thus 
rendering load bearing window heads or 
sills unnecessary. d 

The internal walls are of aluminum in- 
sulating sheet, fastened to the uprights. 
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For Department of ‘Buildings 
Commissioner Wolff Reports 


The Thirty-sixth Annual Report of the 
Department of Buildings and Safety En- 
gineering, City of Detroit, just issued by 
Commissioner Joseph P. Wolff, gives a 
good picture of the activities of that de- 
partment and “Also portrays our overall 
postwar trend, as reflected in the volume 
of new construction and the extent of re- 
pairs and alterations to existing buildings: 
all dominated by problems encountered 
for lack of critical materials” 

Commenting on the outlook for 
future, the Commissioner states: 

“It is reasonable to assume however, 
some reducticn in prices will result when 
our present turmoil subsides and we as 
a nation begin to realize that productivity 
is the very foundation of economic prog- 
ress”. 

Continuing. “While all our regulations, 
when written, were based upon a premise 
that we, the people of Detroit, would con- 
tinue, unhampered, to operate our govern- 
mental units in a normal manner, for the 
welfare of all concerned, we are now 
obliged to suffer the impacts of war with 
much confusion in its wake. Yet, unfet- 
tered, we manage to follow our Depart- 
ment’s policies which accomplish that 
which the occasion demands. We are 
high-pressured on many sides to condemn 
and cause the removal of buildings be- 
cause they are delapidated and unsightly, 
because they are unfit for human habi- 
tation, or because they are fire traps. 
These exhortations are offset with equal 
vehemence because the Department will 
not allow the lowering of our present 
standard in order to permit some enter- 
prising rooming house operators to 
squeeze more tenants into some uninhabi- 
table attic nook or cranny or in a cellar 
dungeon. In the meantime, the shortage 
of housing is still our number one prob- 
lem, and will continue to be, until we all 
make up for the time lost in the building of 
homes. The same pertains to all other 
types of structures.” 

Included are detailed reports of the sep- 


the 


arate departments: Halstead H. Mills, 
Chief Safety Engineer; Charles A. Day- 
mude, Chief Structural Engineer; Alfred 


C. Brozo, Chief of Licenses and Permits; 


Elmer E. Herndon, Associate Electrical 
Engineer; Frank J. Gibbons, Chief Smoke 
Inspector; L. Glen Shields, Senior Asso- 


ciate Sanitary Engineer, and Frank E. 
Simpson, Chief Building Inspector. 

Says Daymude: “Cost data on all types 
of building construction for which perm 
are issued by this department were pre- 
pared by this Bureau as an aid in arriv- 
ing at a fair unit cost based on cubical 
content volume of buildings. These fig- 
ures have been revised and brought up- 
to-date. These construction costs are 
predicated on the actual current local 
prices of material and labor, and are ob- 


tained from our local material dealers 
labor organizations and builders’ asso! 
tions, and are for use in the Detroit area 
only as the index percentage is calculated 
on our local wage rates and material 
prices.” 

This 
proved 


schedule of cubic-foot costs has 
valuable to architects and the 
building industry. It is published by the 
Detroit Real Estate Board and, by per- 
mission reprinted annually in the Conven- 
tion Number of the Weekly Bulletin. 

According to Brozo: “It is anticipated 
that the Government will gradually re- 
lease all controls covering building con- 
struction during the year 1947. Predicated 
on this assumption, local building activi- 
ties will undoubtedly reveal appreciable 
increases in all types of construction as 
the year progresses. 

“We now have on file in the attic and 
basement filing rooms of the building 
approximately 173,137 plans and applica- 
tions comprising all major plans dating 
from the year of 1920 to 1937 inclusive, 
also general plans and applications cover- 
ing all construction work from the year 
of 1938 to date. These records should 
be filed in fireproof vaults. The plans 
now on file are of real value to this de- 
partment for reference purposes and like- 
wise have proven of great assistance to 
owners, architects and builders contem- 
plating additions and repairs to the build- 
ings or for the purpose of solving other 
related problems. In the past year 590 
plans were loaned for purposes mentioned 
herein.” 


What appears to be a good trend is 
brought out in the report of Mr. Herndon, 
of the Electrical Department in stating 
that his department is working together 
with a representative of the fire division 
to determine the classification of hazards. 
We believe that more of this could be 
used to advantage. 

Herndon also points out the urgent need 
for better and more adequate qu 
for this important function of our c 
government, when he says: 

“The City Service Building, with the 
crowded insanitary conditions, and with 
the dregs of humanity shuffling up and 
down the stairways to the Venereal Di- 
sease Clinic on the third floor, is no match 
for clean, well ventilated offices in pri- 
vate industry. So long as the City main- 


tains a nuisance like this, we cannot hope 
to attract a higher class personnel for re- 
placements to carry on the functions of 
the Department.” 


TOwnsend 8-668! 


MAURICE V. ROGERS 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


839 Collingwood Ave. Detroit 2, Mich 


HOgarth 7494 


AIR CONDITIONING 


6 SS 
tap iis ued” 
BLisne! 


m DEN BRAVEN co. 


oŭ% 9080 ALPINE AVENUE 
DETROIT 4, MICHIGAN 


WEEKLY BULLETIN 


CHerry 9043 CHerry 2016 
D. R. HINCHMAN CO. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


139 CADILLAC SQUARE 
DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN 


“Over 65 Years” 


Robert Hutton & Co. 


ROOFING AND SHEETMETAL 
CONTRACTORS 
622 FORT ST., E. RAndolph 1073 


JOHN H. FREEMAN 


Hr ish 2 Ha rdwa re 


Architects Bldg. Detroit 1 


Phone 
TEmple 1-6760 


A 


PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS! 


Air 
Compressors 
Portable 


For Rent 


All Accessories Furnished 
60 to 500 © — By Day, Week or Month 
W. H. ANDERSON CO., INC, 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


APRIL 15, 1947 


"ARCHITECTURE OF TODAY" 


Convention, Grand 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


An exhibition held 
at the Michigan 
Society of Archi- 
3rd Annual 


DESIGN PROJECT 
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UNIVERSITY MICHIGA 


tects 


Rapids, March 7 & 
8, 1947 


Shown above are views of the architectural exhibition held in Grand Rapids 
Civic Auditorium, in connection with the Michigan Society of Architects 33rd Annual 
Convention, March 7 and 8, 1947. Mr. Ernest King, of the office of Roger Allen, 
Society President at the time, deserves considerable credit for such a creditable show. 
Allen states that the success of the exhibition was because of the cooperation of 
Michigan Architects, and especially that of Professor Jean Hebrard of the University 
of Michigan College of Architecture and Design 


Allen and Gus Langius, the new Society President, and their families have just 
returned from vacationing in Arizona. Allen will make the principal speech at the 
annual banquet of the Pennsylvania Society of Architects in the Warwick Hotel, 
Philadelphia, May 17. He will also be toastmaster at the annual banquet of the 
New York State Association of Architects at Hotel Commodore, New York City, 
„m October 23 
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Insulating board is used for the finished 
internal lining. 

The uprights of the upper story are 
connected to the corresponding posts be- 
low by projecting metal dowe which 
fit inside each post. The uprights are also 
bolted to the first floor joists and roof 
members, thus tying the whole structure 
together. These joists are of light gauge 
lattice steel, with timber fillets for ceiling 
and floor fixing. 

The total weight of the pre-cast concrete 
superstructure for a pair of Airey houses 
is approximately 28 tons. 
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Holland (Mich.) High School 
is setting an example in teach- 
ing safe driving habits among 
its students — an example which 
all other Michigan high schools 
well may emulate. If all did so, 
it would undoubtedly result in an 
appreciable reduction in the re- 
grettable number of accidents in 
which ‘teen-age drivers are in- 


The safe driving program st 
Holland High School is in its 
second year; 191 Grade 9-B stu- 
dents took the course last semes- 
ter. It is a required subject. 

Each student has a minimum of 
30 minutes behind the wheel of a 
driving car which is equipped with 
dual controls. Four students are 
taken out at a time and each one 
drives several times around a 
special course adjacent to the 
school’s athletic field. 

During the cla:sroom period all 
the safety laws are explained, Re- 
action time, stopping distance, field 
of vision, and color blindness tests 
all are given. 

J. J. Riemersma, principal of 
the school, stated that no effort is 
made to secure driver's licenses 
for the students, that being consid- 
ered a police problem. The prin- 
cipal objective is to impress upon 
the students the need of better 
driving habits. They are taught 
above all, that “every other driver 
is crazy” and are cautioned to play 
doubly safe at all times, 


(© Automohile Insurer's Safety Association) 


Annette B. Schilling 


Mrs. Annette B. Schilling, wife of Ed- 
ward A. Schilling, A.LA., died at the 
family home, 1438 Iriquois Avenue, De- 
troit, on March 18. She was the mother of 
Bernard A. and Donald K. Schilling; aunt 
of Mrs. Russell and Arthur 
McDonald. 


Gorman 


Mr. Schilling, a leading Detroit archi- 
tect, has practiced here continuously for 
the past thirty-three years. He is a 
past president of the Michigan Society of 
Architects, past president of the Detroit 
City Plan Commission, and currently presi- 
dent of the Detroit Board of Zoning Ap- 
peals. 


Midwest Decorating Co. 


All Types of Painting & Decorating 
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Long Experience — Adequate Facilities 
Clean Cut Business Procedure 
BLUE PRINTING and PHOTOSTAT 
REPRODUCTION 
O & O Blue Print & Supply Co. 


CAdillac 0005-0011 77 Sibley St 


GLASS BLOCK FOR 
YOUR PLANT—Now! 


Critical materials are not re- 
quired to erect glass block 
panels in that new plant ad- 
dition—or in replecing worn- 
out sash in existing buildings. 
Get Insulux Glass Block at 
pre-war prices—without de- 
lay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


LEnox 4940 2570 HART AVENUE 
DETROIT 
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Vets’ Training 

A reduction in the cost of building and 
better service to builders and buyers of 
homes and other new construction will 
result from the special training courses 
for employees of retail lumber yards 
which are being conducted at thirteen 
leading colleges and universities, accord- 
ing to Tyler S. Rogers, president of the 
Producers’ Council, 

“The four-week courses are the result 
of an education program adopted last year 
by the Council and the National Retail 
Lumber Dealers Association,” Rogers said. 

“They are open to present and prospec- 
tive employees of retail building materials 
concerns, and to employees of concerns 
manufacturing and wholesaling materials, 
Instruction is given by regular faculty 
members and by representatives from the 
building industry. 

“The curriculum includes study of in- 
dividual materials and their uses in con- 
struction, blue-print reading, estimating, 
site construction, purchasing, and each 
step in the operation of a retail materials 
yard. 

“The purpose is to improve efficiency in 
the distribution of materials as a means 
of offsetting increases in the cost of build- 
ing. The success of the course completed 
to date indicates that the plan will spread 
to numerous other educational institutions. 
The first of the classes was started in Jan- 
uary, 1946, at the University of Washington 
in Seattle. 

“The courses, which have been approved 
by the Veterans’ Administration for the 
training of veterans under the GI Bill of 
Rights, call for 30 hours of classroom in- 
struction per week, together with field 
trips and home work assignments. In- 
stitutions in which the courses have been 
started or scheduled include the following: 

University of Illinois, Massachusetts 
State College, Michigan State College, 
Syracuse University, Ohio State University, 
Purdue University, University of Wash- 
ington, University of Wisconsin, Southern 
Methodist University, Louisiana State 


University, Georgia Tech, City College of 
New York, and College of the Pacific. 


Plastic-Glaze the Post 


War Glazing Com 
pound to specify. 
Made from bodied 
oils and special pig- 
ments Weatherometer 
tests prove that Plasti- 
Glaze when properly 


applied and maintained 
will last as long as the 
sash. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove. 


For long life, weather and air-tight glazing use 
America’s Leading Glazina Compour? — Plasti- 
Glaze 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. Inc. 


DETROIT s+: CHICAGO -e JERSE ciTY 


APRIL 15, 1947 


Train of Tomorrow 


A brand new “Train of Tomorrow” will 
be coming around the bend into cities all 
over the United States this summer. 

Not the figment of a surrealistic de- 
signer’s day-dreams, it will be a real-life, 
full-size train—to provide millions with a 
glimpse of a glittering example of what 
rail travel could be and very well may 
be in the years ahead. 

The train is an experimental project of 
General Motors, aimed to try out advanced 
ideas for the improvement of railway trav- 
el. It was designed by General Motors and 
will be powered by a General Motors 
Diesel locomotive. The passenger cars are 
being built by Pullman Standard Car 
Manufacturing Company. The complete 
train will be ready soon to start on a six 
month schedule of public showings in 
principal cities throughout the country. 

It will be one of the easiest riding and 
safest trains ever built. And, every car will 
be loaded with fascinating innovations 
for the creature comforts of passengers. 
from Astra Domes and mobile telephones 
with four floor levels and pneumatic 
~openers. 


Gone are the traditional upper and lower 
berths of yesterday. Each passenger on a 
sleeper jump will retire to private quarters, 
complete with his own lavatory facilities, 
His home aboard the “Train of Tomor- 
row” may be called the Gold Room on the 
car Dream Cloud, instead of Upper 6 in 
Cary 319—and there’s more to the desig- 
nation than the difference in names, as we 
shall see. 


Dozens of other new and surprising 
things are standard equipment on this 
train that is years ahead of schedule. The 
carefully planned styling on the interiors, 
using the latest paints, wallpapers and fab- 
rics, was conceived in Detroit by GM 
styling experts and provides a combination 
of durability and beauty new to passenger 
train interior decoration. 


To those who may be curious about why 
an automobile manufacturing company 
should be building trains, Mr. C. E. Wilson, 
president of General Motors, has explained: 

“General Motors has no intention of 
going into the railroad passenger car 
business. We are interested in the entire 
field of transportation and, of course, we 
have a special interest in railroads because 
our Electro-Motive Division is the leading 
Diesel locomotive builder. We also are in- 
terested as suppliers of other equipment 
to railroads: air conditioning equipment 
through the Frigidaire Division, anti-fric- 
tion journal box bearings through the 
Hyatt Bearings Division, and Diesel gen- 
erating equipment through the Detroit 
Diesel Division and the Delco Products 
Division.” 

Before a single specification was put into 
blue prints, General Motors assigned a 
styling expert to ride trains constantly for 


HOgarth 6206 


MAX KUKLA 


PAINTING CO. 


COMMERCIAL & 
8526 KENTUCKY AVE, 


RESIDENTIAL 
DETROIT 4 


two months with a scratch pad and pencil, 
to make notes on big things and little 
things that he believed the traveling pub- 
lic would and would not like to see on 
the trains of tomorrow. 


This rolling laboratory of railroad ideas 


for the future will contain many new 
things, whether a passenger’s prime in- 
terest is in what he can see, feel and 


touch, or in unseen things hidden beneath 
the floors and between the walls. 

Let's look over the shoulders of the 
engineers and artists for a peek at some 
of the surprises they are preparing for 
us. The train will consist of four cars—a 
diner, a chair car, an observation lounge 
and a sleeper. It will be powered by a 
Diesel locomotive of standard design which 
was built by the Electro-Motive Division 
of General Motors for extra-fast schedule 
service. 
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Samuel A. Walker, Jr. 


STRUCTURAL & CIVIL 
ENGINEER 
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F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


955 E. Jefferson Ave Detroit, Michigan 


METAL WINDOWS 
(STEEL - ALUMINUM - BRONZE) 
LARGE STOCK—ALL TYPES 


Steel Sash Sales & Service 


WEEHAWKEN, NEW JERSEY 


VErmont 6-5500 


INC. 


CINDER 


BLOCK 


9303 Hubbell Avenue 
Bet. Chicago and Joy 


Bonderizing* is already 
famous for assuring posi- 
tive adhesion for paint fin- 
ishes on all types of sheet metal building 
equipment . . . Provides effective protec- 
tion for steel sash, electrical, air condition- 
ing and heating units. 


U. S. Pat. Off. 


*Bonderite—Reg 


PARKER R PROOF COMPANY 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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Nicut conceaLs many things—including some of the finest 


buildings in your community. Floodlighting can push back 
the darkness. It shows off the architect's accomplishment 
during the important evening hours, and makes a building 


more valuable to its owners. Churches, for instance, can be 


glowing symbols of faith after nightfall . . . attractive landmarks 
... friendly social centers. Shown here is the Epiphany 
Lutheran Church on 7 Mile Road near Woodward in Detroit. Six 
1000-wati wide angle lamps bathe the edifice in glowing light. 


Even when floodlighting is not considered for immediate in- 


m 
stallation, it is wise to provide the necessary electrical outlets so 
that much of the expense of trenching can be saved later. Our 
lighting engineers will be glad to discuss floodlighting with 


you and spot outlets on your plans. Call your nearest Edison 
office for this service. 


The Detroit Edison Company 
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Princeton Univers sity Bicentennial Conference 


“PLANNING MAN’S PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT’—Session I, March 5, 1947 
Statement by William Roger Greeley 


1. Social. 


Profound dissatisfaction with present social conditions has stimulated the imagination to picture 


every kind of Utopia—but evolutionary, not revolutionary, change is our chosen theme,—so we take society as we 
find it in cities, towns, and open country. 

In cities we find amenities and services not achievable elsewhere, but we find social chaos and degeneration. 
We would like to cause the city to grow from a chaos to a cosmos hy recognizing human dependance upon com- 


munity organization. We would divide the 
city into neighborhoods, providing their 
citizens with self-government, with edu- 
eation and recreation, with some morale 
building institution like the church; and 
where possible with industry and com- 
merce. 

In brief; we would strive for a complete 
community small enough for its citizens 
to form a cohering body politic. 

The bees are our model. When their 
hive grows unwieldy they divide it into 
two separate communities 

This model for the city is at present 
realized toggyeertain extent in towns, and 
we shop Bian to strengthen and com- 
plete it. 

In the open country another point-of- 
view dominates. It is proper that a por- 
tion of our population should be protected 
in their desire to live among the sur- 
roundings that nature provides, and to en- 
joy some freedom from human intrusions, 
and some opportunity for meditation and 
self-renewal. 

2. Visual. The social unit will be stimul- 
ated and its morale improved if it is a 
unit visually as well as socially. 

It should develop an outline or boundary, 
and a system of its own of educational and 
recreational centers. More than all else 
it should fight against the dead-level of 
mediocrity caused by standardization and 
nationalization. 

The tendency to have every shopping 
center in America look like every other; 
to produce houses by the thousand all the 


same, like trailers; to have mail-order 
lamp-posts and hydrants and street signs; 
this is banality not only, but it ends in 
apathy and stultification. 

The old planet is pleasing today because 
of the local color and customs. The clus- 
tered tile roofed houses overhanging the 
shores of the Mediterranean are totally 
and fascinatingly different from the dwell- 
ings of Marblehead, and these again from 
Rotterdam; and that is salvation. It means 
local pride, and gives to each community 
a soul or ethos of its own. 

This is an age of experimentation. Let 
each community insist on its own quest 
for a visual basis of charm and delight. 

There is enough ennui from infinite re- 
petition of the same auto, the same fedora, 
the same standard store front. 

In the towns we find whatever there 
is of encouragement along these lines. 
Many towns do deliberately encourage and 
preserve a distinctive atmosphere and lay 
down for themselves a “manifest destiny.” 

In the open country conservation of what 
is provided by nature comes first. Modifi- 
cation of the scene by man must be at a 
minimum, or at least in harmony with the 
preponderant note of nature. 


Change of Address 

LATHROP-HOGE CONSTRUCTION CO. 
from Box 3529, Highland Park 3, Michigan 
or 135 Colorado, Telephone TO. 8-8158, to 
439 Penobscot Building, Detroit 26, Tele- 
phone RA. 5500. 


Meeting 
Michigan Chapter 


American Society of Heating and 
Ventilating Engineers 
at the 
Horace H. Rackham Educational Memorial 
MONDAY, APRIL 21, 1947 


DINNER 6:30 p.m. 
MEETING . 8:00 p.m. 


SPEAKER: Dr. B. M. Woods, University of 
California, President of A.S.H. & V.E. 


BJECT: "Technology Tomorrow". 


Train To ATA Convention 


Those desiring train reservation from 
Detroit to Grand Rapids for the A.LA. 
Convention on April 29, 30 and May 1 
should make requests direct to Mr. 
Ray E. Ivory, General Agent, Passenger 
Division, Pere Marquette Railway, 801 
Lafayette Bldg., Detroit 26. His tele- 
phone number is RAndolph 3220. 

Requests should designate the time 
of departure from Detroit and from 
Grand Rapids, returning. It is assumed 
that most of the Detroit delegation will 
want to leave the Union Station at 
Fort and Third Streets at 5:15 p.m, 
April 28, and returning, leave Grand 
Rapids at 5:30 p.m., May 1. 

The round-trip fare, including .re- 
served seat, is $7.42. If check is mailed to 
Mr. Ivory he will return tigle By "mail. 
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“On to Grand Rapids!” 


The annual convention of The Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects will be held 
April 29 to May 1 in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
James R. Edmunds, Jr., president of the 
Institute has announced. 

More than 600 architects from all parts 
of the country are expected to attend. The 
Institute’s Board of Directors will meet 
for five days preceding the opening of 
the convention and will make its report 
to the membership on April 29. 

Seminars covering the designing of 
schools and hospitals and urban planning 
will be held April 26 and 27 and will be 
reviewed at the opening session, when 
various awards also will be made. 

A report from the Board of Directors 
and an address by Tyler S. Rogers, presi- 
dent of the Producers’ Council, will open 
the second days’ sessions and will be fol- 
lowed by a panel discussion of “Contem- 
porary Trends in Architecture.” 

Prof. Walter F. Bogner, School of Ar- 
chitecture of Harvard University, will pre- 
side over the discussion, and the panel 
will be composed of Guy Greer, a former 
Editor of Fortune Magazine, Howard 
Myers, editor of the Architectural Forum, 
Douglas Haskell, Technical Editor of the 
Architectural Record, Prof. Carl Koch, 
School of Architecture of Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and Ernest J. 
Kump, San Francisco architect. 

The panel will discuss the public’s cur- 
rent building preferences, human require- 
ments of modern buildings, effects of tech- 
nological changes on design, and the re- 
building of American cities. 

The Institute’s annual dinner will be 
held on April 30, and the program on May 
1 will be devoted to organization matters, 
including the report of the resolutions com- 
mittee and the election of officers and 
directors. 


Tube-Turn Has New Catalog on 
Welding Fittings and Flanges 


A complete compilation of essential tech- 
nical information on pipe welding and 
welding fittings and flanges—incorporat- 
ing many useful studies never before 
available, together with helpful new ar- 
rangements and indexing of complete, 
exact data for greater convenience of buy- 
ers and specifiers of welding fittings. 

The company says: “It’s easy to find 
what you want.” 

“Our object in preparing this new Tube- 
Turn Catalog and Engineering Data Book 
is to provide one of the most useful, most 
convenient, and most complete sources of 
information yet available for designers of 
welded piping and buyers of welding fit- 
tings.” 

“Every detail in this catalog is planned 
to make it easy and quick to find what 
you want. It is practical in arrangement 
and easy to read. The many improved 
features are based on preferences ex- 
pressed in hundreds of personal inter- 
views and questionnaires conducted in ad- 
vance among typical users all over the 
country. The simple indexing method and 
other conveniences are explained on these 


two pages.” 

These are beautifully bound and can be 
procured by calling or writing their De- 
troit office: Tube-Turns, Inc., 713 Ford 
Bldg., Detroit 26, Michigan. CH. 8996 


Attend Conference on 
Hospital Planning 

Ann Arbor—Among some 90 hospital 
directors, administrators, architects, con- 
sultants, and others who attended the Con- 
ference at the University of Michigan, 
April 3 through 5, were, from left to 
right: Alden Dow, Midland, Mich., archi- 
tect, elected chairman of next year’s Con- 
ference; Addison Erdman, New York City 
architect; Isadore Rosenfield; architectu- 
ral specialist in hospitals from New York 
Wells I. Bennett, Dean of the Uni- 
versity’s College of Architecture and De- 
sign, which sponsored the Conference; and, 
Thomas F. Ellerbe, architectural specialist 
in hospitals from St. Paul, Minn. Mr. Dow 
was elected president of the Conference. 


Kitchen Spees 

Detailed architects and builders specifi- 
cations for American Kitchens are now 
available in loose leaf form of standard of- 
fice file size. 

These sp 


ations are so drawn and 
detailed that it is possible to include these 
kitchens in architect's drawings or in- 
zorporate them in builder's plans with the 
least effort. All facts necessary for either 
use are to be found in the file. 

Included are blueprints with accurate 
rough-in dimensions of each unit of the 
kitchen ensemble. 

In addition there is complete dimensional 
information for assembling and installing 
each of the conventional types of kitchens 

There are also included in the file per- 
tinent facts dealing with construction of 
the units, materials used, hardware acces- 
sories and a wide range of other informa- 
tion that might be used by architect or 
builder when incorporating the American 
Kitchen in home building plans. 

To obtain file write American Kitchen 
Information Service, Connersville, Indiana, 
There is a mailing charge of 10 cents for 
each file. 
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The Fine Arts Section of the Michigan 
Academy of Science when meeting in Ann 
Arbor recently decided to do something 
about circulating art exhibitions through 
the State particularly to those communi- 
ties not now able to bring together suitable 
collections. Seventy persons, representing 
various parts of Michigan and made up 
of artists from all fields, were in attend- 
ance. Professor Avard Fairbanks the re- 
tiring chairman was succeeded by Mar- 
shall Fredericks, also a sculptor and crea- 
tor of the sculpture of the Rackham Build- 
ing, Detroit. He will be assisted by a 
large committee among whom are three 
architects, Alden Dow, Howell Taylor, and 
Professor Roger Bailey who heads the ex- 
hibition committee. John Gilsavage of the 
J. L. Hudson Company is to have charge 
of transportation and collection. Ann Ar- 
bor has been fortunate with respect to art 
exhibitions since 1909 when the local Art 
Association was formed; there followed an 
important and unbroken series of exhibi- 
tions, for the most part of paintings and 
prints. Occasionally an exhibition was 
brought by the architectural department. 
Thus after the famous competition for the 
new Chicago Tribune building twenty- 
five years ago the competition drawings 
were shown in Memorial Hall, among the 
designs being that of Eliel Saarinen who 
was awarded second prize, and that of 
Professor Albert Rousseau, then teaching 
advanced design in the architectural 
school and the recipient of an honorable 
mention, Avard Fairbanks who has for 
many years conducted classes in sculpture 
at the University is leaving Ann Arbor 
to become head of the Department of 
Fine Arts at the University of Utah—Emil 
Lorch. 


Society Board Meets in Detroit 


The Board of Directors of the Michigan 
Society of Architects met at the Detroit 
Athletic Club on the afternoon and eve- 
ning of Wednesday, April 9. Those at- 
tending were Messrs. Langius, Black, Dow, 
Zimmermann. Hughes, Brysselbout, Cole, 
and Pellerin. President Langius presided 
at this the Board's first meeting since it 
was organized at the Grand Rapids Con- 
vention, March 8. 

Board meetings are to be held on the 
second Wednesday of each month, except 
December and July. Alternate meetings 
are to be held in Detroit. The next meet- 
ing will be held in Saginaw on May 14. 

At the president’s suggestion it was de- 
cided that, with the present plan of uni- 
fication, there is no need for the exten- 
sive committee set-up in effect in the 
past. Instead there will be only three 
main committees, with sub-committees 
under each. The main committees will 
be executive, Public and Professional Re- 
lations, and Education. This fill corres- 
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5 W. Lared, Detroit 26 RAndolph 1467 


stitute’s national body. 

Roger Allen will head the Executive 
Committee; Alden B. Dow, the Education- 
al, and Kenneth C. Black, Public and 
Professional Relations. 

Monday and Tuesday, August 4 and 5 
will be the dates of the Society’s mid-Sum- 
mer Meeting at the Grand Hotel, Mackinac 
Island, Guest may arrive on Sunday eve- 
ning, Aug. 3 and remain until Wednesday, 
Aug. 6. 


WET Bill Approved 

The Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing bill 
has been given qualified approval by the 
Urban Planning Committee of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects in a statement 
by Louis Justement, chairman of the Com- 
mittee. 

In endorsing the purpose of the bill, Mr. 
Justement stated that Federal participation 
in housing is needed because neither pri- 
vate enterprise nor the municipalities can 
solve urban housing and redevelopment 
problems without financial assistance from 
the Federal government. 

“Federal aid is justified also,” he said, 
“because an overall program of redevelop- 
ment can be made of enormous importance 
to the national economy in smoothing out 
the sharp ups and downs of the business 
cycle.” 

The statement approved the establish- 
ment of a National Housing Commission 
to coordinate government agencies having 
to do with housing, but stated that the 
Commission could function more effec- 
tively if it consists of five members rather 
than as set up in Title II. 

The Committee also suggested elimina- 
tion of the section of the bill setting up 
new terms for financing housing for low- 
income families, on the grounds that they 
were contrary to sound mortgage practice. 

The bill’s provisions for urban redevel- 
opment were approved with reservations. 

“This is the most important portion of 
the bill, at least in its long range implica- 
tions,” Mr. Justement said. “If a rational 
procedure can be devised for the gradual 
and methodical rebuilding of our cities, it 
will go a long way towards curing the ills 
of the construction industry, while at the 
same time providing good housing for all 
income groups and helping to avoid ex- 
cessive fluctuations in our national pros- 
perity. In its present form the bill does 
not provide that kind of a program, but it 
is a step in the right direction, perhaps as 
great a step as we should take at this time 
provided that we realize its limitations. 

“The bill does not require urban plan- 
ning to be done on a metropolitan area 
basis as a pre-requisite to Federal loans 
and grants. This question will have to be 
faced before we can speak of real city plan- 
ning in America, but it is a step that we 
need not take now as long as we are under 
no illusions concerning the type of plan- 
ning we are apt to get at this time.” 


FRED L. PEARSON 


Consulting Engineer 


Registered Mechanical & Electrical Engineer 
State of Michigan 
Room 1310, Majestic Bldg. - RAndolph 8229 
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Architects Exam 

The Michigan State Board of Registration 
for Architects, Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors announces that the next 
examination for Architects, Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors will be 
given at Detroit on May 8-9-10, 1947. 

The subject of the Design Problem for 
the Architectural Examination will be “A 
Suburban Doctors’ Clinic”. 

Application blanks and full information 
may be obtained by writing to the office 
of the Board, 705 Cadillac Square Building, 
Detroit (26); or RA. 0217. 


My Golf 

It’s quite a change from tough construction 
job 

To effervesce in live flowrescent rhyme, 

To dig a figure from the cranial knob, 

And build a sonnet in an evening’s time. 


Verse is my golf. I play it stroke by stroke 
And when I make a real low score I boast. 
Last week I played the course in par, no 


joke, 
I got a pome accepted by the POST. 
ROGER L. WARING 


Long Experience — Adequate Facilities 
Clean Cut Business Procedure 
BLUE PRINTING and PHOTOSTAT 


REPRODUCTIONS 


O & O Blue Print & Supply Co. 


77 Sibley St 


CAdillac 0005-0011 


FREDERIC 8. STEVENS INcorroratep 


FACE BRICK, GLAZED BRICK, GLAZED AND 
UNGLAZED TILE, FLOOR TILE, ANTI-HYDR« 
For Hardening and Waterproofing Concrete 
510 THIRD ST. RAndolph 5990 DETROIT 


“Over 65 Years” 


Robert Hutton & Co. 


ROOFING AND SHEETMETAL 
CONTRACTORS 
622 FORT ST., E. RAndolph 1073 


Plastic-Glaze the Post 


War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify. 
Made from bodied 
oils and special pig 
ments. Weatherometer 
tests prove that Plasti 
Glaze when properly 


applied and maintained 
will last as long as the 
sash. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
easy to apply, easy to 
iaa remove. 

For long life, weather and air-tight glazing use 


America’s Leading Glazing Compound — Plasti- 
Glaze. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. ING 


DETROIT s-- CHICAGO >e YERSEY EIT? 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
ratton Exhibit 

The Detroit Institute of Arts cordially 
invites you and your friends to attend an 
exhibition, The Woric of William B. Strat- 
ton, FAIA, in Retrospect, being held in the 
drawing galleries of the Institute from 
March 19 to April 29, 1947. 

Among the outstanding buildings repre- 
sented in the exhibition are the Naval 
Armory, the Lochmoor Club, the William 
B. Stratton residence and the Robert Traub 
residence. Supplementing the architectu- 
ral photographs are examples of Mr. Strat- 
ton’s many related interests in furniture 
design, ceramics, dynamic symmetry and 
his sketches of Spanish architecture. 


Helen Fassett Heads 
City Plan Commission 

The City Plan Commission has its first 
woman president in its 29-year history— 
Miss Helen L. Fasseit—who was appointed 
to the commission two years ago by Mayor 
Jeffries and who was elected vice-pres 
dent of the group a year ago. Associated 
with Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, architec- 
tural firm, Miss Fassett is also secretary of 
the Architects Civic Design Group, and a 
member of the executive board of the De- 
troit Business and Professional Woman's 
Club. Willis Hall, industrial manager of 
the Board of Commerce, was elected vice- 
president. 


New Catalog 

A new catalog on 
treatment for metals which preserves fine 
finishes by anchoring the paint, and re- 
tarding corrosion, is now ready for distri- 
bution. 


Bonderizing, the 


The new catalog contains much new in- 
formation on the Bonderizing process and 
its applications on steel, aluminum, zinc, 
and their alloys, on die castings, and on 
Bonderite as an aid in deep drawing of 
steel and aluminum. 

The 44-page catalog is profusely illus- 
trated, including pictures of test panels 
showing accelerated and weathering tests 
on various treated and untreated metals, 
Typical Bonderizing installations are 
shown, with discussions of most efficient 
use for various types of production. 


The new Bonderite catalog is offered by 
the company to all interested manufact- 
urers. A letterhead request should be 
sent to Parker Rust Proof Company, 2177 
ast Milwaukee, Detroit 11, Michigan, 


WANTED—Experienced architectural 
draftsmen, good compensation and 
working conditions.—Derrick and Gam- 
ber, 515 Hammond Building, Detroit 26, 
Michigan. Telephone CAdillac 3175. 


CLASSIFIED — 
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8526 KENTUCKY AVE. DETROIT 4 
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Wolverine Stone Company 
NATURAL STONE FOR ALL 
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14290 Meyers Rd. Detroit 27, Michigan 
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General Builders 
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FHA is empowered under Section 608 
of the National Housing Act to insure 
rental housing mortgages in amounts up to 
$5,000,000 and up to 90% of FHA’s esti- 
mate of the necessary cost of a project, 
including land. The mortgage is limited 
to the cost of physical improvements and 
to $1,500 a room attributable to dwelling 
use; the latter amount will be increased 
by the Commissioner to as much as $1,800, 
if warranted by costs. 

Occupancy preference is given veterans 
of World War II and their families. 

(Rental units for veterans may also be 
created under FHA through conversions 
and remodeling—Title I of the National 
Housing Act—by construction of one to 
four-family units—and by rehabilitation 
and re-use of existing structures.) 

Recent changes in FHA procedures and 
in other matters affecting rental housing, 
of interest to the builder and the investor, 
follow: 

An average shelter rent of $80 for multi- 
family units is permitted under the new 
program, as against the former marimum 
of $80 a unit; thus, some apartments may 
rent for more than $80 if the total rental for 
all units does not exceed an average of 
$80. This does not include a permissable 
allowance up to $3 a room for services. 
FHA establishes the maximum rents. 

Rentals must provide for an annual re- 
turn of 644% after expenses and taxes 
and after an allowance of 7% to cover 
vacancy and collection losses. 

The monthly principal amortization of 
mortgages insured under Section 608 has 
been reduced by changing the minimum 
required initial principal payment on a 


FHA 608 Rental Housing Program Liberalized For Action 


New incentives, speedier action, and increased financial stability are offered builders and sponsors of rental 
housing projects by recent changes in Federal Housing Administration procedures and policies. 

These changes, all designed to encourage more construction of housing for rent under conditions of greater 
security, consist of a series of actions over a period of several months. They affect rentals, mortgage terms, tax 
depreciation, property requirements, procedures of various types, and other matters. 


level annuity basis from 2% to 142% of 
the original face amount of the mortgage. 

Thus, at 4% interest a loan will mature 
in 32 years and 7 months, or 5 years longer 
than under the 2% basis. If the interest 
rate is less than 4%, the lower monthly 
payment will permit lower rentals and 
still longer amortization. 


The Bureau of Internal Revenue now 
permits the selecticn of a higher rate of 
depreciation for income tax purposes on 
rental housing projects. This allows a 
more rapid write-off of the investment 
during the first 10 or 12 years of operation, 
reduces tax requirements, and permits a 
larger net return from earnings. 


The requirement for a working capital 
deposit with the mortgagee of at least 3% 
of the original principal amount of the 
mortgage has been reduced to 112%. 

In collaboration with lending institu- 
tions, FHA will give consideration to re- 
adjustment of mortgage terms if necessary 
in the future in order to enable projects 
built under present emergency conditions 
to maintain their competitive market po- 
sition and afford protection against de- 
creased earnings. 

Mortgages to be insured may be re- 
viewed for the purpose of increasing the 
amount of commitments made in advance 
of construction where costs have made this 
necessary. 

Minimum property requirements for the 
multi-family units, previously in effect 
throughout the country, are now used 
only as a guide. Local FHA staffs may 
accept alternates which will provide struc- 


turally sound and well-designed projects 
with continuing rental appeal. 


Where elevator structures of the corri- 
dor type offer the logical and economical 
solution for a rental development, FHA 
now accepts them for mortgage insurance 
provided there is substantial compliance 
with other requirements; this change in 
policy revises the requirements that all 
living units in a structure have through 
or cross ventilation and permits some of 
the living units to have only one exposure 
and encourages the profitable use of small- 
er sites. 


An increased room count is being allow- 
ed for efficiency type living units, thus 
offering encouragement to this type of 
construction where the location warrants 
it. 

Sponsors may now submit a proposed 
rental housing project composed of two 
or more small projects where each is in- 
dividually financed by a separate Section 
608 mortgage. This procedure makes it 
possible for a mortgagor to plan and build 
the projects within the limitation of cur- 
rent labor and materials supply; it per- 
mits the mortgagor to finance the projects 
progressively, increases the marketability 
of the smaller projects, reqiiires less rigid 
regulations, and furnishes certain tax ad- 
vantages. 

Rental housing projects composed of two, 
three, and four-family structures may now 
be covered by a blanket mortgage insured 
under Section 608 with release clause pro- 
visions; the blanket mortgage may pro- 


See FHA—Page 
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O. W. BURKE CO. 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


FISHER BUILDING 
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
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BRICK CO. 
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BUILDER TELLS WHY $13,500 HOUSE NOW COSTS $26,000 


A two-story brick, high quality home that sold for $13,500 in March, 


1941, now costs $23,676.6 
the final price tag reads $2 


5 to build. 
6,000. 


With the builder’s gross profit added, 


These figures were divulged by M. T. and Joel Broyhill, a father-son 
team of builders and realtors who have constructed scores of homes in 


Arlington, Va., both before and after the 
war, reports the Washington Post. 

The builders said the $26,000 would have 
been even higher if they had been en- 
gaged in small building operations. With 
159 homes under construction, they bought 
lumber wholesale from Southern mills, and 
effected other savings by mass production 
and on-site fabrication. 

The elder Broyhill said the same type 
house was built in April, 1946, and sold 
for $23,500. Since then labor and materials 
prices have advance-l over 10 per cent. 

Instead of prices leveling off this sum- 
mer, all indications point to a further in- 
crease. Broyhill said builders were ex- 
pecting a request from bricklayers to 
raise the present $2.37 wage scale to $2.50 
per hour. If successfu', the bricklayer 
would draw $20 per eight-hour day, with 
extra for overiime. 


Similar increases are expected in other 
trades. The building mechanics justify 
wage requests by pointing out the num- 
ber of days they don’t work due to weath- 
er and other factors beyond their con- 
trol. Thus, they say, their average week- 
ly pay check would run far below that 
given for a straight 40-hour week. 

Joel Broyhill said if production line 
methods of on-site fabrication of lumber, 
plus wholesale purchase of housing items, 
were not used on the $26,000 home, the 
overall increase would have been 104 per 
cent instead of 92 per cent. 

The builders declared they were try- 
ing every method possible to hold prices 
in line, but “there just doesn't seem any 
line to hold!” 

Electrical work and electrical fixtures 
have jumped well over 100 per cent above 
prewar costs. Slate roofing costs $220 more, 
plumbing has soared over $900, while tile 
is about $350 higher. 

When the question, “What can be done 
to bring home prices down?” was asked 
the elder Broyhill, he replied, “We're buy- 
ing in large wholesale lots and precutting 
and fabricating some of our lumber prod- 


ucts. This saving is passed on to the 
buyer.” 
The National Association of Home 


Builders, in its “Washington Letter” to all 
members, published remarks made at the 
group’s recent Chicago convention by 
Richard Cadwallader, outspoken chairman 
of the American Legion Housing Commit- 
tee. 

Cadwallader got the loudest ovation of 
any speaker when he said: “Veterans have 


heard too much talk about getting a house, 
and they are not content to live for the 
next 20 years in demountable units and 
trailers and converted barracks. 


“Unless we do something about the 
price, it isn’t going to make much dif- 
ference whether builders have materials 
or not. Go home and decide why housing 
costs are so high in your town and do 
something about it. 


“I'm here to tell you that all of you are 
guilty of high costs, and not just you but 
everybody that touches a house, from the 
first manufacturer of items that go in it, 
to the man who cuts a tree, to the lawyer 
who passes the title, the title company that 
insures it, the surveyor who surveys the 
ground—everybody who touches it.” 

Cadwallader suggested that builders 
“organize with mortgage bankers, veterans’ 
posts and other groups that want to pub- 
licize all the things that are holding the 
high prices up. Get together and lick the 
problem.” 


WANTED—Architecturai draftsmen on 
industrial, commercial and residential work, 
also mechanical and structural engineers. 
Permanent positions, 


top salaries —Leon 


Snyder, Jr., Architect, 709 Michigan Na- 
tional Bank Bldg., Battle Creek, Michigan. 
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) È LIGHTING today is light at work . . . doing its 
job more efficiently than ever before. Modern fluorescent 
quipment gives the architect inspiring opportunities on 
new construction . . . makes remodeling of old offices 
surprisingly easy. 

For instance, this accounting office was formerly lighted 
by six incandescent luminaires. Since these have been 
replaced by fluorescent fixtures in continuous rows, the 
over-all lighting levels have been doubled—but just about 
the same amount of electric current is being used! The new 
installation provides a better distribution of light . .. reduces 
ceiling contrast, glare, and eyestrain. ; 


Our lighting engineers will be glad to help you with any 
lighting problem or to answer any question on how light can 
be put to work for you. Just call RAndolph 2100 or contact 
your nearest Edison office. 


The Detroit Edison Company 
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Kimball on Tour 


Edgar R. Kimball, A.LA., Registered 
Architect, and a member of the Detroit 
Chapter, and presently associated with 


the Consulting Engineering firm of Sver- 
drup & Parcel of St. Louis, as their Chief 
Architect, left April 17 on a business trip 
to the Near East for the firm. Mr 
Kimball will travel by air and be gone 
about 10 weeks, visiting Ireland, Eng- 
land, France, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, 
Egypt, and finally the Kingdom of Sandi- 
Arabia, where he will be the guest of 
the Sandi-Arabian Government 

Svendrup & Parcel have contracts with 
the Kingdom of Sandi-Arabia to develop 
a large public building program and other 
interests. While in Sandi-Arabia, Kim- 
ball will study the country, construction 
methods, and use of als, in order 
to make the architecture indigenous to 
the country and meet the exacting re- 
quirements dictated by climate and geo- 
logical factors. He is planning on taking 
a number of colored photographs. 

Ed, as he known to his friends, 
was also known as Major when he served 
in the Engineer Corps in Detroit, and also 
in the Mediterranean Theatre. Many re- 
member him for active participation in 
the directing of much of the Army con- 
struction program in this area. 


mater 


was 


He studied with Eliel Saarinen, and just 
prior to the war, was associated with Mr. 
Saarinen in his office. He presently re- 
sides at 112 Portland Avenue, Belleville, 
Illinois. 

It is possible that after the design work 
is completed in the late summer, Ed could 
he induced to return to Detroit. We be- 
lieve he likes Detroit better than St. Louis. 


“In Quest of Eutopia” 
Weekly Bulletin: 

The April first Weekly Bulletin which 
just arrived, contained a masterpiece en- 
titled “In Quest of Eutopia”™. 

Because it has such inspiration for busi- 
ness men and women in other professions 
as well as in that of architecture, I am 
writing to try to obtain extra copies. 

Considering that my 
covers a wide scope, would it not be to 
the publicity advantage of the Bulletin to 
fill this request? When “Time, Space and 
Architecture” was published in your pa- 
per, I intended writing then, but my hus- 
band bought the book and my good inten- 
tion ended there 


correspondence 


I just noticed that copies are 5¢ each so 
will enclose whatever coin happens to be 
on hand, just to prevent 
again. 

Thanking you for this attention, I re- 
main sincerely yours-—Helen B. Bruyere. 
Toledo, Ohio. 
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ments. Weatherometer 
tests prove that Plasti- 
Glaze when properly 


applied and maintained 
will last as long as the 
sash. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove. 


For long life, weather and air-tight glazing use 
America’s Leading Glazing Compound — Plasti- 
Glaze. 
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Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 
Automatic Sprinkler Systems 
Ris ont Action Devices 


4612 WOODWARD AVENUE | 
TEmple 1-9604 Detroit | 


f Pre 


Couse & Westphal 


General Builders 


12740 Lyndon Avenue HOgarth 3525 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


AT THE ANN ARBOR Conference on Hospital Planning, April 3, 4 and 5, 1947. ni 
Left to right: Alden B. Dow, Addison Erdman, Isadore Rosenfield, Dean Wells I. Koe g Coal & Supply Co. 


Bennett and Joseph D. Murphy. Mr. Dow was elected president of the Conference. Certified Concrete 
CONCRETE FUEL OIL COAL 
Main Office: 1486 Gratiot Ave. CAdillac 1584 


HOME-BUILDING TIME may still be a while off for most folks. But they’re 


planning now and many of them want conduit for concealed telephone wires 
HELP YOUR CLIENTS | included when they build. 
rd : n 
For they know, as you do, that modern building features such as fire 
e 
REMEMBER THIS: 


stops, air ducts, stud bracing and insulation make it next to impossible to 


conceal telephone wires in walls after the house is constructed. But pipe or 


conduit installed while the house is being built will provide clear passageways, 
making it unnecessary later to mar attractive walls and b 


wires along them in plain sight. 


eee 
Se eee 


aseboards by running 


Your customers will thank you for reminding them of the ease of install- 
ing telephone conduit when they build. For informa 


ion, call the telephone 
business office (in Detroit, call C Herry 9900, extension 2624) 


and a telephone 
engineer will gladly consult with you, 


There is no charge for his services, 


- ee oe 


MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY 


APRIL 29, 1947 


“Over 65 Years” 


sa 
Robert Hutton & Co. 
ROOFING AND SHEETMETAL 
CONTRACTORS 
622 FORT ST.. E. RAndolph 1073 


= CLASSIFIED = 
BRAUN LUMBER CORP. — TO. 8-0370, Davison 
and G.T.R.R. oe bd 
F. M. SIBLEY LUMBER COMPANY 
cheval Avenue, Fitzroy 5100 


6460 Ker 


RESTRICK LUMBER COMPANY — 14400 Wyoming, 
HOgarth 4830 


HANLEY COMPANY 


E. F. ZERGA, Manager 


Face Brick Clear Glaze Facing Tile 
Floor Brick Ceramic Glazed Facing Tile 
Glazed Brick Unglazed Facing Tile 

Acid Brick Floor Tile 

14545 Schaefer VE. 7-3200 Detroit 27, Mich 


Wolverine Stone Company 
NATURAL STONE FOR ALL 
BUILDING PURPOSES 
14290 Meyers Rd. Detroit 27, Michigan 
Telephone: HQgarth 4295 


ROBBINS-ETKIN, INC. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


13061 East Eight Mile Road 
PRospect 0421 East Detroit 


CINDER 
BLOCK 


9303 Hubbell Avenue 
Bet. Chicago and Joy 


VErmont 6-5500 


INC. 


PRINTS 


BLUE PRINTS—BLACK 


PHOTOCOPY 


and WHITE 
PRINTS 


YOUNG'S 
BLUE PRINT SERVICE ` 


Prompt Pick-up and Delivery 


6070 WOODWARD 
at Piquette 


TRinity 1-1709 
Detroit 2, Mich. 


Compressors 
Portable 


For Rent 


s All Accessories Furnished 
60 to 500 cu. ft. — By Day, Week or Month 
W. H. ANDERSON CO., INC. 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


FHA Rental Housing Program 
(Continued from Page 1) 

vide for insurance of advances during con- 

struction. 

Under the new “permit system” a non- 
veteran may construct a two, three, or 
four-family structure, occupy one unit 
himself, and rent the others to veterans. 
A single structure of this type may be fi- 
nanced under Section 603 

Rehabilitation of large structures is be- 
ing encouraged by FHA offices as a source 
of additional family units. 

FHA is surveying local 
determine what can be done to assure 
panded conversion and remodeling of 
isting structures to provide more rental 
units 

An urban redevelopment committee has 
been set up to work with local groups and 
local FHA offices on methods of using in- 
sured lending for curing largescale blight 
or for slum clearance. 

FHA insuring office staffs are co-opera- 
ting with prospective sponsors 1n making 
preliminary site inspections and render- 
ing preliminary advice and suggestions. 

FHA’s cost estimation system has been 
streamlined to reduce materially the time 
involved in processing rental housing pro- 
ject applications. 

Application forms, preliminary drawings, 
and exhibits have been simplified. Cer- 
tain other procedures have been discon- 
tinued or revised in the interest of time 
saving. 

Action has been taken to expedite handl- 
ing of requests for prevailing wage de- 
terminations by the Department of Labor, 
as required on multi-family construction 

FHA personnel has been incre d, and 
qualified employees freed from their du- 
ties by the relaxation of the controls are 
available to help private sponsors plan 
rental projects and expedite processing of 
applications. 

A mobile force of cost estimators from 
Washington is local offices 
where their services are needed, 

Rental housing and land planning opera- 
tions have been decentralized as much as 
possible in order to speed the start of con- 
struction. 

The President has granted approval to 
FHA for a second $1,000,000,000 of mortgage 
insurance authorization under Title VI, 
which is to be used primarily for rental 
housing. 

Congress will be asked to extend the 
termination date of Title VI insurance 
authorization, at least for rental housing, 
for long enough to accomplish the desired 
objective. 


CHRYSLER AIRTEMP 


AUTOMATIC HOME HEAT 
OlL—COAL—GAS 


COMFORT COOLING 
by REFRIGERATION 
SALES — INSTALLATION — SERVICE 


CLIMATE 
CONTROL CO. 


10610 JOY ROAD DETROIT 4 


situations to 


x- 


availaole to 


MECHANICAL 
HEAT & COLD, INC. 


AIR CONDITIONING 
Engineering Contractors 


"Precipitron"—Air Cleaner 
Industrial Refrigeration 


Process Dehumidification 


TOWNSEND 8-9600 
12320 HAMILTON AVE., DETROIT 3 


PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 


The Toledo 
Plate & Window Glass Co. 


Glass Jobbers & Glazing 
Contractors 


Distributors 


of 
WEAVER-WALL Asphalt Shingles 
and 
ASBESTOS LTD. Asbestos Siding 


Warehouses 


Detroit Grand Rapids Cleveland Toledo 


GLASS BLOCK FOR 
YOUR PLANT—Now! 


Critical materials are not re- 
quired to erect glass block 
panels in that new plant ad- 
dition—or in replacing worn- 
out sash in existing buildings. 
Get Insulux Glass Block at 
pre-war prices—without de- 
lay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


LEnox 4940 2570 HART AVENUE 
DETROIT 
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